Chat from Memorial for Ralph Stuart
Wednesday, February 21, 2024
4:00 p.m. EST

16:12:41 From Carmen Nitsche  to Everyone:
	Agree that Ralph was a master of making connections. Ralph helped me when I was at the Pistoia Alliance and working on the Chemical Safety Library project. We organized a symposium together, he introduced me to many relevant folks, and he was great at brainstorming together. 
👍 from Kendra Denlinger 

16:15:14 From David Shore to Everyone:
	Ryan-Great tribute to Ralph with this CSHEMA award.
👍 from Evan Bolton, Stephen Morin, Ryan Lisk, Nancy Eaker, Carmen Nitsche
➕ from Kimi Brown, Jonathan Klane, Chris Kolodziej, Meghan Lafferty 
❤️ from Jodi Ogilvie

16:17:02 From Ryan Lisk to Everyone:
	David - so happy to see this feedback, and thank you for sharing.  It's the least we can do and is appropriate for the impact he had on so many of us.
👏 from Kendra Delinger, Evan Bolton
👍 from Debbie Decker, Ellen Gordon

16:19:41 From Tilak Chandra to Everyone:
	Our recent article on the guidance document on LAH manipulations is dedicated to Ralph, in case someone is interested in reading it.
	https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/acs.chas.3c00102 
👍 from Ellen Gordon, Ryan Lisk, Rhea Williams, Jodi Ogilvie
❤️ from Nancy Eaker

16:23:04 From Jonathan Klane to Everyone:
	I love that song!! 🎵 🎵 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCTMTflcuug 
	From Debbie Decker: Why am I not surprised, Jon.
	 😂 from Kimi Brown
👍 from Kendra Delinger

16:23:15 From Evan Bolton to Everyone:
	Without Ralph, the PubChem LCSS (or extent of chemical coverage of safety information) would not exist .. https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/docs/lcss 
❤️ from Meghan Rafferty, Kimi Brown, Stephenie Langston, Carmen Nitsche, Nancy Eaker

16:26:14 From Robin Izzo to Everyone:
	CHAS = ACS Division of Chemical Health and Safety
	CSHEMA = Campus Safety Health and Environmental Management Association
	CCS = ACS Committee on Chemical Health and Safety

16:27:06 From Stephen Morin to Everyone:
	Ralph WAS a visionary!
👍 from Evan Bolton
❤️ from Stephenie Langston

16:28:40 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	Someone needs to throw up a gallery of his best PowerPoints. 
👍 from Peter Zavon, Trinity Nay
❤️ from Kendra Delinger

16:28:50 From Robin Izzo to Everyone:
	Good idea, Rob!
👍 from Peter Zavon, Tilak Chandra	

16:29:53 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	His graphic design sense and abilities were unmatched.
👍 Ellen Gordon, Debbie Decker, Tilak Chandra, Evan Bolton	

16:31:18 From Kendra Denlinger (she/her) to Everyone:
	I have to go, unfortunately 🙁 I did write a story about him to be shared, so I'll leave it here in the comments. Sorry that it is so long! Thank you for organizing this memorial ❤️
	
	My story of Ralph is pretty similar to so many other people I’ve talked to over the years—he is the one who got me involved in the Chemical Health & Safety world in the first place. I met him in 2016 while I was a grad student doing an internship with ACS in Washington, D.C. A simple phone call I had with him to ask a few questions turned into him roping me into not only designing a presentation related to risk assessment/job hazard analysis but doing the presentation at my institution (University of Cincinnati) AND also Keene State, Harvard, and MIT. Talk about intimidating!
	
	But he was nothing but supportive, and I am so lucky we were introduced just by chance because it brought me into this whole new world that I didn’t even know about but absolutely love. He was always asking me to get involved in projects—IPG grants, organizing symposia, serving on committees, giving talks, etc. He answered every—single--email I sent him whenever I had questions about chemical safety, and never made me feel like I was bothering him. He was my first ACS mentor, and my involvement with CHAS, CCS, and ACS as a whole is all due to him, and I just wish I could have said thank you to him one more time.
❤️ from Kimi Brown, Jonathan Klane, Robin Izzo, Sammye Sigmann, Jack Reidy, Nancy Eaker, Debbie Decker
👍 from David Shore, Harry Elston, Ryan Lisk, Tilak Chandra

16:33:58 From Harry J. Elston to Everyone:
	"Voluntold", Jodi :)
👍 from Debbie Decker
😂 from Jodi Ogilvie

16:34:16 From Sammye Sigmann to Everyone:
	Complex or Complicated - My favorite talk.

16:34:32 From Robin Izzo to Everyone:
	YES! I still use that with my staff.
👍 from Sammye Sigmann

16:36:04 From John DeLaHunt (he/him/his) to Everyone:
	Agreed, Jodi.  We never know how much time we have until we know we don't have more time.
❤️ from Jodi Ogilvie, Tilak Chandra, Jonathan Klane, Nancy Eaker

16:37:19 From Robin Izzo to Everyone:
	Talk to your idols. Take the time to pursue something you’re passionate about while you can. Great advice, Jodi.
❤️ from Debbie Decker, Jonathan Klane, Stephenie Langston, Stephen Morin, Chris Kolodziej, Nancy Eaker, Jodi Ogilvie 

16:39:09 From Robin Izzo to Everyone:
	Be an encourager, the world has enough critics. Thanks, Russ.
❤️ from Debbie Decker, Stephen Morin, Stephanie Langston, Rhea Williams, Tilak Chandra, Nancy Eaker, Monica Nyansa

16:41:32 From David Shore, EH&E to Everyone:
	Connection-Ralph would enjoy (or is enjoying) that we have gathered via the internet to connect and share our sentiments.

16:41:54 From Peter Zavon to Everyone:
	Dave - Good point.
❤️ from Francis Churchill

16:42:20 From Veronica Thron to Everyone:
	You are a big brain too Debbie!
❤️ from Debbie Decker

16:42:27 From Patrick Mulrooney, Lockheed Martin, US to Everyone:
	Great to hear great things about this great man. He will be missed. Thanks for putting this together!  I have to jump.

16:43:30 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	https://www.moosewoodrestaurant.com 
❤️ from Debbie Decker


16:45:09 From John DeLaHunt (he/him/his) to Everyone:
	Legendary cookbooks from Moosewood!
❤️ from Debbie Decker

16:49:04 From Debbie Decker (she/her) to Everyone:
	Moosewood fudge brownies <swoon>

16:49:23 From Donna T. Wrublewski to Everyone:
	I have to leave the call. I only met Ralph a handful of times, but he was one of the smartest, kindest people I’ve ever met. The world was a better place for having him and he will be missed very much.
❤️ from Carmen Nitsche, Meghan Lafferty

16:50:33 From Peter Reinhardt to Everyone:
	So good to see all of you…colleagues and friends. Such a sad, sad occasion. Thanks for organizing this, Robin. Take care everyone.
❤️ from Debbie Decker, Harry Elston, Tilak Chandra, John DeLaHunt, Jodi Ogilvie, Francis Churchill

16:53:30 From Francis Churchill to Everyone:
	I believe it was Safety Information Resources on the Internet (SIRI)
👍 from John DeLaHunt 

16:56:51 From Douglas Cody to Everyone:
	My career began as a lab tech at Nassau Community College. Eilleen Segal was one of my first instructors in Chemical Lab Safety in the 1980’s. When I was appointed Lab Safety Officer for Chemistry, I was in charge of everything chemistry and safety. In the 1990s chemical inventory became a huge task. I can count the number of times Ralph was there to help me locate MSDS (SDS0s.  Robin said Ralph was an innovator. I agree. .  My word today is irreplaceable. His impact on the world of CHAS etc will continue for many years. Thanks, Ralph for always being there.  It was an honor to know you!
👍 from Tilak Chandra, Robin Izzo, Jodi Ogilvie
❤️ from Monica Nyansa, Nancy Eaker, Debbie Decker, Jodi Ogilvie
	
	
16:59:47 From James Crandall to Everyone:
	A pioneer and innovator in everyway...I think he invented Google News with his original Chemical Safety Headlines from Google emails!

17:00:10 From Douglas Cody to Everyone:
	Got to run. Hope to see a synopsis of all the comments that Robin will share. Be well, everyone.

17:00:13 From Kraly Jim to Everyone:
	Really appreciated hearing all these memories and recollections of Ralph - he is greatly missed at Keene State College, and we feel lucky to have had Ralph impact our campus in the way he did. Our campus research culture was greatly improved by Ralph’s presence. Thank you all for organizing.
👍 from Brian Moore, David Shore, Michael Cimis

17:00:39 From grace baysinger to Everyone:
	I have to sign off too but wanted to share how wonderful Ralph was as a colleague.
I only knew Ralph for about 5 years and met him when he was Chair of the Chemical Safety Committee and as the moderator for DCHAS-L.  For the past couple of years, we collaborated to create a package of instructional materials to help users learn about chemical safety information resources - what resources were available and how to search them. He played a key role to set the framework to cluster resources by target audience and in identifying keywords for searching.  
	
	He was an innovator - one example was probing ChatGPT for chemical safety information.  Asking follow up questions after getting answers that sounded good but getting the bot to admit that it couldn't cite any sources as to where it got its information.
❤️ from Nancy Eaker, Tilak Chandra

17:00:49 From Monica Nyansa (She/her)_BeyondBenign to Everyone:
	Ralph was a great mentor and supporter of the CHAS Peer-led workshops (LST and RAMP workshops). He will be dearly missed.
❤️ from Jodi Ogilvie, Jonathan Klane

17:00:55 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1871553213006026 

17:02:36 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	So only TEN YEARS ahead of his time: https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2023/nov/09/how-many-chemical-accidents-spills-explosion 
😎 from Robin Izzo, Kimi Brown


17:03:17 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	Actually more than that since our project started in 2010

17:03:36 From Francis Churchill to Everyone:
	Ralph had a good “contented” look
👍 from Tilak Chandra

17:06:22 From Stephen Morin to Everyone:
	I've got to go deal with an acute EHS issue.  Thanks Robin for putting this together.  I was always amazed at Ralph's impact and how involved and effective he was at some many things.  Hard to believe his is gone.  Steve
👍 from David Shore, Jonathan Klane, Debbie Decker

17:07:01 From Debbie Decker (she/her) to Everyone:
	I remember Ralph sitting in the back of the room at National Meetings, tweaking his presentation, moderating CHAS-L, some other tech stuff.  Always a quiet and supportive presence.
👍 from Robin Izzo, Jonathan Klane

17:07:13 From Stephenie Langston to Everyone:
	Thank you for organizing this wonderful memorial. Ralph was so willing to help and I appreciate all the knowledge  and initiatives he shared.
❤️ from Jodi Ogilvie, Jonathan Klane

17:07:58 From Michael R. Labosky to Everyone:
	Ralph is beyond legend and all of the speakers have done a great job of describing what a wonderful man he was. I first met Ralph at one of the NEW conferences that was hosted at the Univ of Rochester in the early 90’s.  I appreciated every opportunity to collaborate or learn from Ralph.  He was a wonderfully passionate, kind and gentle colleague
❤️ from Jodi Ogilvie, Jonathan Klane, Nancy Eaker

17:08:26 From Monica Nyansa (She/her)_BeyondBenign to Everyone:
	Thanks, Robin, for putting this together.

17:08:29 From Peter Zavon to Everyone:
	That was the one time I met Ralph in person.

17:09:16 From Sammye Sigmann to Everyone:
	Elevated others by recognizing their abilities even when they didn't
❤️ from Francis Churchill, Debbie Decker, Jonathan Klane

17:11:22 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	Thanks to Ralph I made all these many new like-minded  friends and colleagues.
❤️ from Kimi Brown, Debbie Decker, Peter Reinhardt

17:11:39 From Jonathan Klane to Everyone:
	Thank you @Carmen Nitsche!

17:11:51 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	Thanks to Robin and everyone else for making this possible.
👍 from Nancy Eaker, Tilak Chandra

17:12:37 From IMKE SCHROEDER to Everyone:
	Thank you for organizing this event, Robin

17:12:58 From Debbie Decker (she/her) to Everyone:
	debbie.m.decker@gmail.com

17:13:18 From Mary Corrigan to Everyone:
	Thank you for organizing this celebration of Ralph and his countless contributions

17:13:24 From Ellen Gordon to Everyone:
	I'm really thankful for Ralph's presence in my life and will miss him.
❤️ from Jonathan Klane, Debbie Decker

17:14:14 From Michael R. Labosky to Everyone:
	Thank you Robin and others for organizing this.  Very nice to remember Ralph

17:14:17 From Michael Cimis to Everyone:
	Wonderful tribute - please share with the family.

17:14:28 From James Crandall to Everyone:
	Thank you Robin and wonderful to hear the beautiful stories of a beautiful, caring man!

17:14:45 From John DeLaHunt (he/him/his) to Everyone:
	CHAS Honorary Lifetime --> Good!

17:15:09 From Jonathan Klane to Everyone:
	Thanks Robin and everyone for showing up and sharing wonderful memories and stories about an amazing man!

17:15:41 From Meghan Lafferty to Everyone:
	Thank you for organizing this! I only met Ralph last year related to work on the Chemical Safety Library. It was lovely to hear all the stories from people who've known him for many years
17:15:53 From Rob Toreki to Everyone:
	Passings like this are why I started the DCHAS-L discussion archive.  His wisdom will live on as long as my site exists!
👍 from Debbie Decker

17:16:14 From Evan Bolton to Everyone:
	Thank you!
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